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MONTANA VOTES FOR YELLOWSTONE PROTECTION 


Though National Parks Defense Was Not a Campaign Issue, Walsh Bill Promoters 
Appeal to the Ballot and Get a Hard Slap in the Face—Senator Walsh 
Involves Secretary Fall in his New Scheme 








Summary 


THE “MESCALERO BILL” 


Masking the All-Year National Park Project, Which 
Will Bring Into the National Park System Water 
Power, Irrigation, Hunting, Mining, Graz- 
ing, Leasing of Industrial Privileges, and 
the Deputing of Power to Make and 
Surrender National Park Areas 


On July 7 the United States Senate passed the Mescalero 
Indian Reservation bill ‘‘defining the rights of the Mescalero 
Apache Indians in the Mescalero Indian Reservation, New 
Mexico, providing an allotment of certain lands therein in 
severalty to the Mescalero Apache Indians, and creating the 
All-Year National Park.’’ 

This proposed national park consists of a number of little 
wooded spots, miles apart in valley bottoms in the Indian 
reservation, plus a bit of bad lands 40 miles away, plus a 
sample of gypsum desert 38 miles away, plus a Reclamation 
reservoir 90 miles away, all these across deserts of heavy 
sand. 

The text was written by Secretary Fall, who, in letters to the 
Senate Committee, urged its ‘‘immediate adoption.’’ Senator 
Bursum, who introduced it, told the Senate that it was ‘‘ pure- 
ly local in its character and affected only New Mexico.’’ 

Yet the All-Year Park, if made a National Park, would 
introduce into the System water power, irrigation, hunting, 
mining, grazing, leasing of commercial privileges, timber cut- 
ting, and the deputing to others than Congress the power to 
create and surrender National Parks areas. 

The safety of the entire National Parks System from com- 
mercialism depends on its defeat. 

As the Indian Reservation part of the bill preceded the 
National Park part, the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs instead of to the Public Lands Committee which 
has passed upon National Parks legislation for fifty years and 
is familiar with the law and the attitude of the people toward 
National Parks. Referring the bill elsewhere repeated Sena- 
tor Walsh’s strategy with the bill to dam Yellowstone Lake. 

Urged by Secretary Fall, the Indian Affairs Committee 
promptly reported it without a public hearing, and seven days 
later Senator Bursum got it passed in a few perfunctory 
minutes at the close of a weary day of tariff debate. 

It is now in the Indian Affairs Committee of the House, 
where it is known under its Senate designation, 8-3519. 








HE election of Scott Leavitt to Congress from the 

second district of Montana will add a wise and devoted 
friend to conservation’s growing ranks in the House. It 
is the more conspicuous because his running mates, Wash- 
ington J, McCormick for the House and Carl W. Riddick 
for the Senate, were both defeated. They are both mem- 
bers of the present Congress with excellent records. 

A new comer in national politics, Mr. Leavitt had en- 
tered the list for the primaries without organization sup- 
port. The people nominated him because of his character, 
his fearless advocacy of sound business, both public and 
private, and his reputation from end to end of the State 
as a national parks conservationist. He was president of the 
Park to Park Highway Association. As president of the 
Great Falls Chamber of Commerce, he had promoted reso- 
lutions against the Yellowstone dam a couple of years 
before, and, though the dam was not an issue in the prima- 
ries outside of Yellowstone County where Jerome Locke 
had made it one, the women’s clubs, conservationists gen- 
erally, and conservative business men just naturally 
gathered behind him while working against Locke. 


Leader of a Forlorn Hope 


For Locke, inventor of the Yellowstone dam scheme, was 
also running for the nomination. In the Republican State 
convention, after the regular resolutions were passed, he had 
offered one from the floor in favor of the dam, which was 
carried perfunctorily, only a few voting. The fact is that 
the delegates didn’t know or care one way or the other about 
the dam, which most politicians considered dead. But Locke, 
nevertheless, carried the hopes of the dam promoters, who 
believed that, at the worst, his candidacy would show a 
strong public demand which would be useful in passing a 
new Walsh bill. Besides, he might easily be nominated in 
a large field. Some of them doubtless believed that he 
would. In July Secretary Fall told the writer that national 
parks invasion was ‘‘ being taken into polities,’ and that the 
‘Yellowstone dam will be built.’’ ‘‘The people around the 
parks,’’ he declared, ‘‘have the votes.’’ 

During the primaries campaign, Locke made the dam the 
issue in semi-arid Yellowstone County, which he promised 
would ‘‘blossom like a rose.’’ Elsewhere, his strength wag 
reflected from Governor Dixon, whose policies were the 
issue at the Republican primaries, and who had given him 
his State job when his salary failed as executive secretary 
of the Yellowstone Irrigation Association, 





The result in the primaries, on August 29, astonished thé 
politicians and was a serious blow to Senator Walsh and 
the dam group. 


Montana Speaks Her Mind 

Mr. Leavitt won the nomination handily against a large 
field, beating Locke 2 to 1 throughout the district and 
more than 3 to 1 in Yellowstone County! A beer and 
light wines program helped Locke to descend to fourth 
place, and a very bad fourth at that. Out of 2,960 votes 
east in the county which was to profit by the dam, the 
Dam Prophet polled only 291! The figures are official. 
Mr. Leavitt’s real contestant was J. M. Burlingame, a 
political leader of ability from his own city. 

In his campaigns, both for the nomination and election, 
Mr, Leavitt, under Locke’s resolution in the conven- 
tion, made no mention of national parks; they were not an 
issue. 
vote at the primaries, the club women and conservationists 
of the district redoubled their efforts in his behalf. 

His Democratic opponent in the election was Preston 
B. Moss, a banker, promoter, land man and community 
leader, able, progressive and universally liked. 

This is the first opportunity that national parks de- 
fense anywhere has had to express itself at the polls. The 
national parks belong to all the people and should never 
be made a political issue. The fact that the Yellowstone 
dam promoters deliberately invited this smashing popular 
defeat by putting Locke in nomination is merely one more 
example of the inability of a certain class of politicians to 
comprehend popular enthusiasms based on higher motives 
than material profit. Even yet some of these are trying to 
find an explanation which they can understand. 


Walsh Sees the Handwriting on the Wall 


But there was one who clearly read in the primaries 
vote, especially in Yellowstone County, the handwriting on 


the wall. That was Senator Walsh. To fail of the dam 
now, after three years of labor, would be disastrous. 

No longer able to claim Montana support, he still had an 
alternative in reserve. If a special survey favorable to the 
dam could be substituted for the Interior Department’s 
technical proofs before Congress in February, 1921, that 
damming Yellowstone Lake could neither lessen the Yellow- 
stone Valley floods nor irrigate a tenth of the acreage 
claimed, and even that not in dry summers, he would have 
a foundation for a new Walsh bill, 

So, in the high tide of a political campaign, he and Locke 
stumped the district for a fund to pay for such a survey. 

Senator Walsh’s speeches, as reported by the Livingston 
Enterprize, a dam organ, are most enlightening. 


That Survey Must Be Hustled 


He told his audiences that Secretary Fall had ‘‘given him 
assurance that, if the funds were provided by the state, or 
district interested, he (Secretary Fall) would cause the 
survey to be made.’’ He said that $10,000 would be neces- 
sary.for such a survey. He thought that this amount could 
be raised, and ‘‘that it (the survey) should be made this 
fall.’’ “The quotations are from the Enterprize. 

The Reclamation Service’s estimate of $50,000 for the 
survey, he said, covered also the securing of data concern- 
ing ‘‘other available or possible reservoir sites, outside the 
national park, which might affect the project,’’ but that 
he had ‘‘ ersuaded”’ Secretary Fall ‘‘that there was suffi- 
cient information already on hand relating to other possible 
reservoir sites.’ 

He stressed the necessity of fast work, because he 


But in the campaign for election, encouraged by the - 


believed that the present Senate Irrigation Committee — 
would favorably report the proposed new Walsh bill if 
such a survey could be made at once, but that, if the matter 
went over to the next Congress, ‘‘it would be necessary to 
start all over with the new members of the Committee.’’ 

Every member of the present committee, he declared, ex- 
cept Senator Kendrick of Wyoming, favored the bill. 


Secretary Fall’s Endorsement Promised 


‘“That the survey,’’ reports the Enterprize, ‘‘would re-. 
sult in the accumulation of data and proof only favorable © 
to the project, the Senator said he had no doubt.”’ 

He also stated that, with this survey, the bill would re- 
ceive the endorsement of Secretary Fall. 

Jerome Locke, who followed Senator Walsh in these.” 
meetings, pleaded haste. ‘‘He exhorted his hearers not to 
let the project die,’’ reports the Enterprize, ‘‘for he said 
that if it was allowed to die, it would be a long time before | 
it could be revived.’’ ; 
“Ten men throughout the 500-mile length of this . 
valley,’’ Locke pleaded, ‘‘surely can get $1,000 each, or — 
possibly 100 men can get $100 each.’’ 

Whether or not Senator Walsh raised his ten thousand 
we do not know nor care. The Interior Department has 
issued no permit to survey Yellowstone Lake. ~ 


Walsh’s Charge Against the Irrigation Committee 


The present Senate Irrigation Committee, every mem- 
ber of which, except Senator Kendrick of Wyoming, has- 
been publicly charged by Senator Walsh with readiness 
to furnish to the enemies of conservation the most powerful 
precedent possible for the commercialization of the Na- 
tional Parks System, consists of the following members: 

Republicans Democrats. 
Charles L. McNary, Oregon, Morris Sheppard, Texas 

Chairman Thomas J. Walsh, Montana 
Wesley L. Jones, Washington John B. Kendrick, Wyoming 
Lawrence C. Phipps, Colorado Key Pittman, Nevada 
Frank R. Gooding, Idaho 
Ralph H. Cameron, Arizona 
Tasker L. Oddie, Nevada 
Samuel N. Shertridge, California 

It is the same committee which has failed to report the 


Walsh bill ever since it was introduced in December, 1920. 


A Hundred Thousand to One Shot—Against 


Contributors to this fund must be nervy gamblers! 

Assuming the extreme improbability of even a partial 
and carefully limited survey disproving the Interior De- 
partment’s complete and inclusive 1921 proofs of the utter 
ineapacity of the scheme to fulfil its promises, the Irri- © 
gation Committee will still have to report favorably a 
precedent for the reduction of the National Parks System ~ 
to the status of the National Forest. j 

Assuming this great improbability, the bill will still have ~ 
to pass an unsympathetic Senate which has long consid- 
ered the whole scheme dead and buried. 3 

Assuming even this, the bill will still have to pass a 
House which is overwhelmingly sympathetic with Na- © 
tional Parks protection. 

Assuming even this, the bill will still have to be signed 
by a President who, on October 27, preceding his election, — 
telegraphed to a convention of the National Association 
of Audubon Societies: ‘‘I am heartily in favor of a policy 
which will preserve the integrity of our National Parks.”’ 

Meantime every inch of the way will have been fought 
by a national organization of park defense four millions 
strong, backed by the majority sentiment of the plain 
people in almost every State in the nation. 4 

Some gamblers, these investors in Mr. Walsh’s survey! — 











